
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

USAID AND THE TAJIKISTAN MINISTRY OF HEALTH AND SOCIAL PROTECTION  

OF THE POPULATION RECOGNIZE JOURNALISTS FOR  

THE BEST MEDIA MATERIALS ON TUBERCULOSIS 

 
Dushanbe, Tajikistan September 13, 2018 - The United States Agency for International Development 
(USAID), the Republic of Tajikistan Ministry of Health and Social Protection of the Population (MOH), and the 
National Center for Healthy Lifestyles recognized six journalists today at an awards ceremony in Dushanbe for 
the best media materials on tuberculosis (TB).   
 
Even though TB is preventable and curable, 1.5 million people worldwide still die from it every year. Major 
causes of the spread of TB include a general lack of awareness and social stigma surrounding this disease. 
Journalists can play a crucial role in raising TB awareness and USAID is committed to supporting the media as 
part of a broad partnership with the MOH to strengthen the National TB Program.   
 
Recognizing the importance of media engagement in the dissemination of key information about TB, the USAID 
TB Control Program has trained 80 journalists since 2015 from across Tajikistan through media tours in 
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Tajikistan and abroad, and through seminars and master classes taught by national and international media 
experts. Trained journalists have strengthened both their knowledge of TB and their professional skills to 
accurately and compellingly report on important topics. USAID holds regular competitions to honor journalists 
for outstanding contributions to TB control. 
 
Over 50 media outlets participated in this year’s journalism competition for the best materials on TB. The 
competition jury included representatives of MOH and the National Center for Healthy Lifestyles, as well as TB 
and media experts. The jury selected the top six materials in print, digital, and TV/radio media categories.  
 
The following winners were recognized by USAID at the awards ceremony: 
 
Print:  Tahmina Ubaydulloeva – “Farazh Weekly” and Ehso Tursunov – “Shifo” Weekly 
Digital Media:  Farzona Murodi – “Tajikistan Times” website, Qutbiyai Nematullo – “Sadoi Mardum” website, and 
Shahnoz Komilzoda – “Millat” website 
TV/Radio:  Guliston Karimova – Radioi Farhang 
 
The USAID TB Control Program supports the MOH in implementing the National TB Program by providing more 
effective and accessible TB prevention, diagnostics, treatment and care for all, including vulnerable populations. 
The USAID TB Control Program covers a wide range of technical areas, including training medical workers to 
strengthen the health system and increasing access to diagnosis and treatment. The program runs from 2014 
to 2019. 
 
The USAID TB Control Program is another example of U.S. government assistance to improve the health of 
Tajikistan’s citizens. USAID is the lead U.S. government agency that works to end extreme global poverty and 
enable resilient, democratic societies to realize their potential. USAID grant assistance to Tajikistan averages 
$30 million each year, of which approximately 30 percent is directed to healthcare.   
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